BREAKING    THE    I C £
at nine in the evening. The militia had closed at four in
the afternoon. All that I could do was to call on the sergeant
at his home. He was just unpacking Ms feet before going to
bed. He took it all in good humour and, after hedging for
ten or twenty minutes, wrote out a permit on a piece of
paper from my notebook, and as the official rubber stamp
was not kept in his bedroom, simply signed it with his own
name. I wonder whether that was according to regulations.
If more of his colleagues were as sensible as he appeared
to be, travelling in Russia would be even more of a pleasure
than it is.
I spent four pleasant days on board the Stesso.  1 was once
again treated to an English Breakfast—a great pleasure—
although I had nothing to complain about with regard to the
food I bought in Igarka's restaurants and at the air bases
during earlier stages of the trip. Mr. Ward, the captain, was
most kind and hospitable.    Once our relations had been
deprived of all financial problems through my unconditional
acceptance of all suggested terms, he became a real friend.
We drank rum together before he went to bed and, although
he himself was not in the least interested, he ordered 'Sparks',
the wireless operator, to write down all the most important
news messages of the London broadcast bulletins to keep
me in touch with world affairs.   It took us four days to get
to the actual open sea, although from the second day onwards
I would have sworn we were already far out in the ocean.
The river widened so much that its shores usually could not
be seen.    Whenever they loomed up to our right they
might have been a bend in the coastline of the Kara Sea.
We changed the river pilots twice—at Ust Port and Gol-
chikha, for the many shoals and sandbanks and very sparse
channels require special knowledge and very careful naviga-
tion.   For four hours each night we stopped; not even the
pilot, who had spent most of his life on the Yenisei, would
risk going on in the dim twilight between tea in the evening
- and 2 p.m.
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